of a pewter badge occurs in 1183 (Chroniques de Saint‑Denis, IV, 2, cited in Gay 1883‑1928, vol 1, under the word enseigxe; see also Evans, J 1969, 39). By the 13th century several sanctuaries, among them Villalcazar de Sirga and Santo Domingo de la Calzada in northern Spain (Spencer 1985a, 319; Santiago 1993, 294; see also Koster 1983a, 50), had devised pilgrim souvenirs that were based on vesica‑shaped seal impressions. In every case the word 'seal' was used in their inscriptions. It should, however, be noted that SIGILLVM also occasionally appears on badges that are not of seal‑like appearance, as at Saint‑Denis (239), Noyon, Saint‑Maximin (246fl and, indeed, at Le Puy itself.
Most surviving badges associated with the pilgrimage to Our Lady of Le Puy are plaques of upright rectangular shape with steeply gabled canopies. On them are depicted the Virgin crowned and seated, holding the Child on her left knee and a sceptre over her right shoulder. The inscription, which borders the sides and gabled top of the badges, is identical to that on 244. Stitching‑rings protrude from the corners at the base and at the eaves of the gable, the upper rings being surmounted by tiny crosses. The quality of the mould‑cutting, which stylistically appears to belong to the 13th century, is generally rather poor. The upper half of one badge of this type has been found at London (BIGsp), while complete examples have been discovered at Paris (Musée de Cluny, 17987), Lyon Cricou 1957, nos 44‑7; Olivier 1921, pl iv, 23‑5), Chartres (Lecocque 1876, fig 22), Toulouse (Marseilles 1983, 114, no. 608) and Rome (Milan 1984, 52).
In 1210 the hospital of St Mary at Le Puy obtained exclusive rights over the manufacture and sale of pewter badges to pilgrims. The award of this monopoly at once put in jeopardy the livelihoods of a number of townspeople, who claimed that they and their families had for many years been catering for the requirements of pilgrims visiting Le Puy. Claims and counterclaims as to who should and should not trade in pilgrim souvenirs were to continue for the next 200 years and more. Time and again townspeople stood firm in their refusal to give up, at any rate without a contest, what they claimed as traditiorlal and hereditary rights. The church authorities at Le Puy, on the other hand, sought to suppress free trade in badges by resorting to threats, confiscation of unlicensed badges, fines and interdicts and by securing confirmation of the monopoly through various officials and courts. These legal wrangles left behind an unusual wealth of doeumentary evidence about the souvenir trade (Cohen 1976, 198‑208).
Between 1255 and 1423 complaints were usually handled by the official of the ecclesiastical court of Le Puy. In 1338, for instance, this official used the threat of excommunication to deter 34 inhabitants from continuing to make and sell badges. It was further ruled that the ban applied to all kinds of pewter badges, not only to those depicting the Blessed Mary of Le Puy but also to those commemorating other saints, some of whom were among the town's secondary attractions to pilgrims. The ban did not, however, apply to such souvenirs as bells, ampullae and miscellaneous trinkets, though subsequently it was extended to include badges of a purely secular character and even to leather scrips, whether they were decorated with a badge or left entirely plain (ibid., 203‑5).
The conflict between shopkeepers and the church grew even more bitter during the first half of the 15th century, when Le Puy emerged as a resort of the rich and fashionable. As noted already in the Introduction (pp 1S17), it was at this time that the hospital of St Mary employed its most effective tactic, by instructing its shrine keepers to allow only authorised badges to come into contact with the miracle‑working statue of the Virgin.
OUR LADY OF ROCAMADOUR
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Plaque in the form of a pointed oval seal on wVhich is depicted a figure of the Virgin enthroned. She is nimbed and wears a plain, low crown. Her feet rest on a pedestal. In her right hand she holds a sceptre topped by a fleur-de-lys. On her left knee sits the Holy Child, his right hand raised in the act of blessing, his left holding a roll of scriptures. Around the edge between two pearled lines





